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them again ; but Jaffa, our hamelidari, who had now taken charge, seemed quite confident about it. We ourselves went into Mina and waited a couple of hours in a cafe there before going forward. We finally started about eight o'clock. The road leaving the village runs due east, and is on the average about half a mile wide, except in two places where it passes through defiles and narrows down to a couple of hundred yards. After riding for about an hour, we halted at one of the many refreshment booths pitched at intervals along the road and had some breakfast.
To do justice to the extraordinary scene would require a descriptive skill that I do not possess. The best idea of what it is*like will be gained by considering that at least half a million people are traversing these nine miles of road between sunrise and ten o'clock this day ; that about half of them are mounted, and that many of them possess baggage-animals as well. The roar of this great column is like a breaking sea, and the dust spreads for miles over the surrounding country. When, passing through the second defile, we came in sight of Arafat itself, the spectacle was stranger still. The hi]l was literally black with people, and tents were springing up round it, hundreds to the minute, in an ever-widening circle. As we approached, the dull murmur caused by thousands of people shouting the formula, " Leb6ka lebeka, Allahooma lebeka," which had long been audible, became so loud that it dominated every other sound. In the distance it had sounded rather ominous, suggestive of some deep disturbance of great power, like the rumble of an earthquake.
Mount Arafat is a hill about four hundred feet in height, pyramidical in shape, and strewn with great boulders. At the base of it are the springs which feed the conduit leading to Mecca. On the summit there is a paved platform surmounted by a stone beacon. The surrounding country is rough and mountainous, especially to the east, but Arafat itself stands isolated in the middle of a level, scrub-covered plain. The camp is formed round the hill on the flat, and covers many square miles.
Thanks to the excellence of Jaffa's arrangements and the punctuality with which his orders had been carried